Reading the Earth — [
“ at Beit Guvrin RS

An excavation of methodology,
monumental architecture, and
historical recycling. iy



The Resolution of Time

Prehistoric Eras (0.5m x 0.5m) Early Bronze Age (1m x 1m) Biblical & Classical Eras (5m x 5m)

Finds are easily missed. Excavators A balance of precision and volume as Broader squares are used to clear topsoil,

work on suspended planks to avoid structural evidence becomes slightly reach sealed layers, and uncover massive
disturbing the fragile surface. more robust. architectural footprints.



The Artifact Triage Protocol

Step 1: Sift & Differentiate
Dump topsoil, sift for missed objects,
categorize materials.

Constraint:

36,000 active
archaeological
sites 1n Israel
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: o severely limit
L \ storage capacity.
Step 2: Can the vessel ~= No: Move to Step 3.
be reconstructed? .

Yes: Keep and reconstruct. \ 4
. Step 3: Isit a
%, diagnostic piece?
Yo, i {Ri::lt? bgﬁomsi}halll_f’ilue;
L used for dating by style :
%, S eavdese e Step 4: Architectural Features
%, - o Unless highly unique, massive
"-ﬂ A 4 A 4 pillars and stones are moved to a
Yes: Keep for No: Discard. secondary trash dump.

the archives.




Reassembling the Heliodorus Puzzle

The Black Market: Cave robbers looted ginormous The Forgotten Archive: An identical stone
inscribed stones directly from a favissa (cultic

sat entirely unnoticed in a local Beit Shemesh
archive) for the NY antiquities market. storage unit since the 1950s.
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The Missing Link: Official 2004 = ¥y V

excavators unearthed a third
piece, triggering a massive

comparative analysis at ‘
Bar-llan University.
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The Historical Reveal

The completed stone revealed the decree

of Heliodorus—a pagan tax collector sent

to seize Jewish temple funds. This single
artifact provided the direct historical A

background for the Maccabean Revolt. | :
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The Medieval Stratum: Shifting Occupations

Teutonic Order Hospitallers

Primary Farmers and protectors; Healthcare providers;

: generated wealth from local operated clinics for
Function oil and wine. travelers along the route.

Architectural Built a massive 2,500 sq Added communal dining

meter fortress with a :
. : ST halls (refectories) and
Footprint defensive moat cutting into health facilities.

Roman layers.

Approach to Ignored ancient Roman
Predecessors sewage systems, causing [Merged with Teutonic era]

massive sanitation issues.

Mamluks

Strategic military
conquerors under Saladin’'s
SuUCCessors.

Converted the existing
Crusader church into a
mosque.

Preserved the fortress due
to its strategic road position,
rather than destroying it.




Masons’ Marks and Medieval Payroll
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The Craftsman’s Signature

Crusader-era stones at Beit Guvrin feature distinct,
chiseled symbols left by the individual craftsmen
who smoothed the ashlar blocks.

Ancient Invoicing

These marks functioned as a literal payroll system.
Masons were paid based on the precise number
of stones bearing their specific signature.

A Modern Tool

Today, spotting these marks serves as an
interactive way to decode the logistics and labor
economics of medieval construction.




Binya Mishnaic: The Cannibalization of History

1. The Roman Era:
Original architectural placement.

Binya Mishnaic
(Secondary Use Phase)

Ty
-

1. The Roman Era:

Original architectural saeLnl; RY .
; I L i Rty ; 3. The Modern Era: P
placement. _
- & S Analyzed by tour {20
mg B guides to reveal '
3 historical recycling.
2. The Crusader Adaptation:
Harvested from ruins to build
medieval fortress foundations. >
The Analytical Trap: A ‘Herodian stone’ does not mean King Herod built the wall. u; o

It simply means a stone cut in his era was uprooted and repurposed centuries later.



The Subterranean City of Freed Men

The visible Roman amphitheater is
only a fraction of the original city,

The Discipline of Restraint
which extends far beneath the modern
highway and neighboring kibbutz.

1

Archaeologists intentionally leave
massive portions unexcavated. Covering
— st . ruins protects them, preserving
m———— _. !l z ' = Ak o e _— untouched data for future generations
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The Weaponization of Entertainment

Classical Greek Theater (The Mind) Roman Amphitheater (The Bloodsport)

« Appreciation of Form: Focused on health, complex « Mass Distraction: Entertainment dumbed down to
drama, and gratitude to the gods. visceral, violent sports.

« The Risk of Thought: Complicated dramas provoked « Psychological Conditioning: Built for the 6™ Legion,
intellectual debate, which could inadvertently inspire it normalized daily bloodshed, pacifying troops and
rebellion against the ruling class. desensitizing them for future campaigns.



Anatomy of a Spectacle

The Sealed Arena 1 . o Tty 4 The Valium (Canopy)
Evolved from an open hippodrome; a central e | B Originally rigged with a massive

wall was added to enclose the space mechanical curtain system to protect
specifically for gladiatorial and animal combat.
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Expanded Foundations 2

The base extends unusually far
outward, engineered to support a

3 Subterranean Cages
Trapdoors and pulley systems

S e beneath the arena floor allowed
massive upper tier of seating (since — animals and fighters to be elevated
collapsed in earthquakes). suddenly to surprise the audience.

audiences from the harsh Judean sun.



The Sub-Shrine: Pagans and Captives

Bz roman pdgan a0 .-~ Jewish Menorah

The Irony of the “Freed Men's City”

The gladiators dying for the entertainment of the Roman 6th Legion were
largely captured Jewish soldiers—survivors of the Bar Kokhba revolt.

* The Final Prayer: Beneath the arena floor sits a small * The Evidence: Excavations uncovered standard pagan
sacred room (sacellum) where fighters prayed before idols, but also oil lamps bearing Jewish Menorahs, proving
facing death. captive soldiers prayed in the dark before fighting.
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Functional Repurposing

The empty amphitheater was too valuable to abandon.
to abandon. Residents harvested plllars from the ruined
som the ruined old city, erected them at the entrances,
entrances, and strung roofs across the structure.

market
roofs

stone pillars
~--- Wooden
commercial

stalls

_--- Harvested
Shaded

- - -

The former arena of death functioned as a

bustling, shaded commercial market for centuries.

The Result

The Byzantine Market Conversion

Original bloodsport arena ----.,

Roman military ----.

audience
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The Hypocaust Engine: Engineering the Roman Spa
I ———

4. Steam: Water from the

3. Suspension: The bricks _
“" hot stone, automating the

absorbing i immense heat.
1. Fuel: Vast amounts of 2 steam generation.
local timber burned in an !!I: =

underground furnace.

e ‘ The Shift: As populations grew,
2, Circulation: Hot air the Greek tradition of individual
channeled through stacks of massages became inefficient.

heat-retaining burnt bricks. Romans automated the process.
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The Psychology of Stone: Intentional Design

High-Traffic Zones (Daily Use) Defensive Corridors
Commercial structures like oil presses featured massive doorways Fortress passages intentionally featured low ceilings. The goal was to
designed for ease of movement and energy conservation. force attackers to bend down, breaking their physical momentum.

Debunking the Myth

Fluctuations in doorway heights are not evidence that ancient people were
drastically shorter. Doorway scale was a deliberate tool of behavioral control.
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The Final Stratum: Synthesizing the Past

The Philosophy of the Guide

Excavating facts is only half the job. The true value of
archaeology lies entirely in how it serves the modern visitor.

The Golden Rule of Curation

Tell two stories they deeply care about, rather than seven
they don't.

The Ultimate Purpose

We dig through prehistoric topsoil, Crusader fortresses, and .
Roman arenas not just to catalog the past, but to arm people -
with the context to make better decisions tomorrow. H/
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